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LEEMING SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL - WORLD SOLAR CHALLENGE 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [12.02 pm]:  As members of the house would be aware, 
a team from Leeming Senior High School rolled out of Darwin on Sunday morning as a competitor in the 
internationally recognised World Solar Challenge, a race across Australia for solar-powered cars.  Leeming’s car 
is the only entrant designed, built and driven by high school students.  They are competing against 40 other cars 
from countries all around the world, including some with multimillion dollar budgets. 

I was lucky enough to join the team on the eve of the race on Saturday night and was able to wish them luck on 
behalf of the state.  They were very excited about the challenges that lay ahead and were keen to do better than 
they did in 2005.  I can inform the house that the team has arrived in Alice Springs - the halfway point of the 
race - but not before a very eventful couple of days on the road.  A fault with the driver’s control board meant 
the team could only make Adelaide River on the first day, and a blown chip on the car’s battery protection 
system further complicated matters on the second day.  Many of the bigger teams would carry spares of these 
parts but Leeming has been forced to do what they can to continue in the race.  Teacher John Beattie spoke to my 
office this morning and said that the team was not discouraged by the mishaps and he was confident they would 
make it to Adelaide by the weekend - on schedule. 

Leeming’s involvement in this race is a tremendous initiative in innovative, sustainable energy education.  The 
WA government has contributed $65 000 to the project, including $48 000 from the Department of Education 
and Training’s Public Education Endowment Trust, $10 000 from the Sustainable Energy Development Office, 
$5 000 from the Department of Industry and Resources and $2 000 from Main Roads. 

Leeming is not the only WA entrant.  A team from Willetton Senior High School, using an old car driven by 
teachers, rolled safely into Tennant Creek last night and is also on track to reach Adelaide by the weekend.   
 


